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b miss him alreaty: Cully this MOUUNG, WE 
buried Clir—and with hin, pur of ourslves. 
hese of us in our thirties and elder perhaps 
feel the loss mere personally, bul wen these 
HOU lee youry to share fully in the mourning 
of hts death muy seo come te realize what 
quality of -at least as much as 
drew us near te him in the beginning and 
us there for more than twaly years: 
Hew we grieve but his Cegaey te us va 
& his songs as lng as we choose. hank you, 
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The color pictures appearing in 
this book were photographed by 
Phil and Lenora Engeldrum, friends 
of Elvis Presley. That’s how Phil 
and Lee feel about Elvis —friends, 
not just fans—even though, like 
many of you, they never met him 
personally. Elvis had that quality 
about him: when you went to one 
of his concerts, you came smiling 
and warm because you had met a 
new friend. The Engeldrums saw 
Elvis several times over the past few 
years and feel extremely fortunate 
for having done so. The last time 
they saw him, they were able to 
record much of his show on film 
and now wish to share that ex- 
perience with you. They hope that 
you enjoy having the photographs 
as much as they did taking them. 
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This is the frame home in Tupelo, Miss., where Elvis was born in 1935. Now restored, it’s a popular tourist attraction. 


Ivis Aron Presley was born on 

January 8, 1935, in a two-room 
shack in Tupelo, Mississippi, the son of 
Vernon and Gladys Presley. Elvis was 
born in that poverty as one of twin 
sons, but his brother, Jesse, died at 
birth. Elvis himself was born sick and 
remained near death for several days 
after birth. 

The Presleys remained in Tupelo 
until 1949, when his father moved 
the family to Memphis. Vernon 
Presley fought hard to keep his family 
together in Tupelo, working as a 
cotton farmer, carpentry foreman and 
factory worker, and making certain 
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that they attended church regularly. 
There, Elvis’ mother got an early 
suggestion that Elvis would eventually 
enter the world of music, as Elvis at 
the age of two was already trying 
to sing along with the choir, carrying 
the tune at least, if still too young to 
know the words. 

Just before moving the family to 
Memphis, Vernon had bought Elvis 
a present he wanted more than any- 
thing in the world, a guitar, for which 
his dad paid $12.95. 

Elvis’ first ‘‘public’’ appearance was 
in a variety show at Humes High 
School in Memphis, from where he 


graduated in 1953. He approached 
that first appearance timidly, shuffl- 
ing on stage under the huge mop 
of hair that was to become one of 
his most recognizable symbols. The 
audience murmured self-consciously 
at his embarrassment, but quieted 
down when the first strains of “Old 
Shep” reached them. Just after they 
settled back in their seats, however, 
Elvis hit them with a fast number and 
their feet began to beat out the song’s — 


beautiful ballad, a plaintiy 
that soon had even 
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Soon after recording his first songs, Elvis made his first major public appearance at the Louisana Hayride on Dec. 4 
Below— Elvis revealed another side of his personality when he was a guest star on the popular Steve Allen Show in 


4 


6 ELVIS 


of the faculty misty-eyed. ally, 
grabbing his audience once : he 
finished with an up-tempo nber 
that sent his peer-group audie into 
a near frenzy. 

It’s hard to pinpoint any - ecific 
incident as the one that starts < -gend, 
but that afternoon at Humes High 
probably serves as well as any asa 
beginning in the incredible story that 
was to unwind during the next 24 
years. 

Elvis had been little noted by his 
classmates until that variety show was 
held, but after it and for the six months 
remaining before graduation, he be 
came a popular figure at Humes, 
instantly recognizable by that shock of 
gleaming black hair and the beat-up 
guitar that he had, more often than 
not, slung over his shoulder. 

But after graduation, the man who 
was to become “The King of Rock and 


With his recording of ‘‘Heartbreak Hotel” soaring near the 
million copy mark, Elvis embarked on a new journey by 
signing along term movie contract with Hal Wallis. 


Roll,’”’ didn’t immediately pursue a 
music career. As a matter of fact, the 
$35 a week job he did take was far 
removed from the glamorous world 
that he would soon enter. Elvis started 
driving a truck for the Crown Electric 
Co. in that summer of ’53 and turned 
most of what he earned over to his 
mother, allowing the Presley family 
to move into a little better neighbor- 
hood than that in which they had 
lived during Elvis’ school years. 
About the only money that Elvis spent 
on himself went for clothes, a passion 
that would continue throughout his 
life. 

One of the places that Elvis stopped 
on his electrical service route was at 
the Sun Recording Co. in Memphis. 
During one of his stops there, Elvis 
met Sam Phillips, who ran the com- 
pany. Elvis chatted amiably with 
Phillips about his own love of music 
and Sam soon urged him to make his 
own recording for $4, a service that 
Sun offered anyone with the money 
to pay for it. 

Elvis didn't take Phillips’ sugges- 
tion immediately, but came back 
shortly with the requisite $4 in hand 
and sought out Phillips for advice 
on how to get started. As fortune 
would have it, Sam wasn’t there that 
day, but someone else was—Marion 
Keisker, who ran the office for Phillips. 
Later, Elvis gave credit to Miss Keisker 
as perhaps the person most responsible 
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“The King” relaxes backstage after appearing on the Steve Allen Show. Elvis 
often wore western garb in the early days, a mode of dress picked up from 
some of the Country and Western stars who had influenced his early music. 


for giving him the confidence he needed 
to continue his music, 

As Elvis sat down to record two 
songs on the $4 record, a gift for his 
mother, Miss Keisker became his 
audience. He began with “My Hap- 
piness,"" a song hit recorded earlier 
by The Ink Spots. Marion Keisker 
later said that she didn’t really know 
why, but something made her turn 
on the studio recorder about halfway 


The Winnah— Elvis played with his pup, Sweet Pea, after engag- 
ing in a brief fistfight with two filling station attendants, leaving 
one with a black eye. Presley said one of the men slapped him 
as he was signing autographs. “I can take slurring remarks, but 
when somebody hits you it’s a different story,”’ he said. 


through ‘“‘My Happiness” and con- 
tinued to record as Elvis, now totally 
into what he was doing, belted into 
“That's When Your Heartache Begins.” 

The next time that Marion saw 
Phillips, she asked him to listen to 5 
the tape she had made while Elviswas 
making his record. What he heard 
interested Phillips enough to call 
Presley back into the studio to play — 
nonsneed oe id 
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Some of the 1,000 teenagers, carrying placard proof of their devotion to Elvis, attended unveiling of a 40-foot cardboard 
likeness of their guitar-playing hero on marquee outside Paramount theater, New York, Oct. 28, 1956. Failure of Presley 
to appear at the placard display is said to have made it easier for 15 policemen assigned to keep order among the crowd. 
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(continued from page 7) 


something with a couple of local 
musicians, Scotty Moore and Bill 
Black, who were themselves trying to 
enter the national music scene. 

Moore, Black and Presley fooled 
around Phillips’ studio musically for 
awhile, but didn’t really hit om any- 
thing that excited Sun until Presley 
one afternoon suddenly jumped into 
an old Arthur Crudup tune, ‘‘That’s 
Alright, Mama.” Phillips’ jump was 
even more sudden than Elvis’. He got 
so excited, in fact, listening to the 
realistic black sound coming out of 
Elvis’ pouty white mouth that they 
recorded the tune immediately. Phillips 
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Elvis shows Brazilian singing star Leny Eversong a TV camera 
with the aid of Ed Sullivan on whose show both appeared. = 


pressed the record and, although it 
didn’t sell a million copies, Sun did 
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Elvis appeared nonchalant, at least for 
the photographer, when he was advised 
that he had been granted a 60-day draft 
delay in 1958. Pointing to the new in- 


duction date were friends Kathy Gabriel 


Surrounded by pictures of their hero, Gralee Davolt, 15 ( 
bedroom in Memphis in 1957. Every inch of the wall space was covere 
addition, they had Elvis neckties, hats, bracelets, handkerchiefs and scarfs 
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(left), Miss Ohio at the time, and Hannerl 


Melcher, Austria’s Miss Universe entry. 
14 ELVIS 


manage to market 7,000 copies of 
the tune, relatively big numbers in 
Memphis in those days. 

Barely two years later, to the strains 
of ‘Heatbreak Hotel,” Presley once 
and for all established himself as the 
voice of youth, a voice that had had 
no expressive outlet during the early 
Fifties, a voice that had been muted 
when the guif between it and Frank 
Sinatra, the established star of the 
Forties, grew too wide. 

Two of the other people besides 
Sam Phillips involved in Elvis’ music 
world during those two years between 
“Thats Alright, Mama’ (the flip side 
was “Blue Moon of Kentucky” a song 
written and recorded by Bill Monroe, 
an all-time country great and a forma- 
tive influence on Elvis’ ultimate song 
style) and ‘‘Heartbreak Hotel ’’ were 
Randy Wood and the fabled Southern 
Colonel, Tom Parker. 

Randy Wood would probably just 
as soon forget his involvement, as he 
was the man who turned down an 
offer from Sam Phillips to buy Elvis’ 
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left), and her sister, Sharyn, 14, primped at the mirror in thei: 
d with Presley pictures, a total of 1,087 in all! Ir 
—and of course records for hours of listening 
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contract for the sum of $7500. ps 
had offered the contract becaus he 
same time of his involvement w he 
fledgling Presley, he had to at to 
the contract obligations of sia ike 
Johnny Cash, Roy Orbison and 2:ry 


Lee Lewis. 

Wood, later to become hea of 
Dot Records, was no musical novice; 
in fact, he had a reputation as 2 very 
astute businessman, capable of hand- 
ling anything that the competitive 
ly crushing world of music could 
hand out. But, due to a combination 
of circumstances, Wood passed on 
Phillips’ offer. First, Wood felt that 
Presley, while capable of turning out 
at least a few hits, had really proved 
no more than a flash in the pan at 
that point. Wood felt that Presley's 
attraction on stage, with the famed 
hip gyrations that turned both teem 
agers and older women into frenzied 
groups of screaming females, was only 
a passing fancy that would soon be 
followed by a return to reason and 
more normal responses. 


Rear 
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Elvis is shown posing before the cinemascope cameras in New York during movie filming. 
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Elvis, pictured at left in 1957 in early ‘hound dog” style apparel, became fashion 


plate in 1962, right, whe 
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A camera enthusiast, Elvis found a pretty subject in his leading 
lady, Judy Tyler, on the set of VIGM’s “Jailhouse Rock” in 1957. 


n Sy Devore designed new $9000 wardrobe. 


ry 


Wearing a gold suit and shoes, Elvis was escorted into 


the International Amphitheatre in Chicago in 1957. 


EARLY ELVIS 


In the second place, Wood belieyd 
that he had already discovered the 
“Phenomenon of the Fifties,’’ t 
Elvis but Pat Boone. Wood had hes-4 
the tape that Marion Keister had ma: 
of Elvis’ gift to his mother. He like: + 
but was more persuaded by a Bo: « 
demo, signed Boone, and the t 
is history. 

Wood’s loss soon became Park 's 
gain—nobody to this day is ‘e 
exactly how big a “gain,’’ but i: is 
strongly rumored that the Col el 
received as much as 50 percent off s 
earnings. Parker, who must rank ai -1¢ 
very top on the all-time list of en’ :2 
preneurs, met Elvis in late 1955 «ad 
liked what he saw immediately. ‘le 
was attracted to the 20-year-ol1’s 
talent, but also to the manner in which 
he accepted constructive criticism and 
to the way he took direction. As a 
performer and singer, Parker felt, 
Presley ‘had it all. There was more that 
Parker saw, too. He saw the contrasts 
that were part and parcel of the grow- 
ing Presley magic: on the one hand, on 
Stage Elvis was a just-in-control mass 
of writhing sensuality; when he step- 
ped off the platform, however, he 
immediately resumed his role as a 
humble and polite young man who 
said “No, Sir’ and “Yes, Ma’m” 
without exception. 

Parker started Elvis on the road to 


(continued on page 21) 
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his first million within three months 
of the time that Randy Wood had 
turned down his opportunity to 
secure Elvis’ contract. Parker nego- 
tiated the sale of Presley’s recording 
contract from Sun Records to RCA 
Records for the then unheard of sum 
of $35,000. In addition, Elvis was 
given a personal bonus of $5000. He 
promptly did the normal thing a star 
of his growing magnitude was supposed 
to do—he went out and bought a 
Cadillac, his first, and began cutting 
another facet of the Presley legend. In 
the years that followed, Elvis was to 
buy literally countless automotive 
machines of all sorts, many for himself, 
but many more for his family, his 
friends, and, at times for nearly total 
strangers. The latest known gift of an 
automobile, a Lincoln Continental, 
was presented to Ginger Alden, the 
20-year-old television mode! who was 
rumored to be soon married to Elvis. 

RCA was well rewarded for the then- 
record expenditure for the Presley 
contract. Simultaneously, they releas- 
ed five records, one of which was 
“Heatbreak Hotel.’’ Within three 
months of RCA’s muliizle release, 
Elvis records were selling more than 
all other RCA popuiar releases put 
together. ‘‘Heartbreak’’ shortly be 
came Elvis’ first million seller. 

At about the same time, Elvis 
was making his first TV appearances 
on such shows as ‘“‘Stage Show” and 
Milton Berle’s ‘“‘Texaco Star Theater.”’ 
Berle had never heard of Elvis before 
he appeared on his show, recorded 
aboard an aircraft carrier, the storied 
U.S.S. Enterprise, but “Uncle Miltie’’ 
never forgot him! The flight deck, 
calmly receptive to Berle’s pratfall 
Fifties humor until the point of 
Presley’s hip-swiveling entrance, sud- 
denly burst into a frenzy of female 
squealing that simply overwhelmed 
Berle and the squealers’ proper Navy 
fathers. The girls cried, jumped up and 
down—some even fainted—the flight 
deck rocked and the world was changed. 

Elvis’ next appearances on TV 


® were with Ed Sullivan, who tried 
to tame video viewer reaction by 
graphically exorcising Presley’s lower f 
half. The exorcism was not carried <3 
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Elvis performs at the arena in Philadelphia in April 1957 in the 
gyrating fashion that earned him the nickname “Elvis the Pelvis.” 


Anita Wood, with Elvis at right and above, was called his 


These pictures were taken just before he left on a tour of the Northwest U.S. that 
year. Elvis’ mother looks on from left in picture above. 


Wide World Photos 


Colonel Tom Parker once said of Elvis, “When | met him, he only had a million 
dollars worth of talent. Now he's got a million dollars!” Parker was Elvis’ business 
manager from 1955 until Elvis’ tragic death. 


into the studio, of course, nor was its 
audience tamed: the squeals became 
screams and the fans became fanatics. 

In the same year, two other mile- 
stones were reached by the now 
21-year-old former trucker. Hal Wallis, 
the Hollywood movie producer, saw 
one of Elvis’ TV appearances, thought 
he saw ‘‘a new Marlon Brando” and 
signed Presley to a contract. Wallis, 
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who at the time had no property 
for ‘‘The Pelvis,” as he was quickly 
becoming known, loaned him out 
from his Paramount Studios to 20th 
Century Fox, where Elvis made “Love 
Me Tender.’’ 

Finally in 1956, Elvis earned a 
million dollars for the first time, an 
accomplishment he was to repeat 
every year of his life thereafter. hy 


“number one girl” in 1957. 
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Elvis sings during the Northwest tour at 
Multnomah Stadium in Portland, OR. 
Over 14,000 fans screamed their wel- 
come to “The King,” fittingly dressed 
in gold cloth jacket studded with jewels. 
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Elvis’ career spanned more than 20 
years. Here, we can see the chang- - oa 
ing face of the “King” during that ® 
Period. At the top left, Elvis as he ey 


appeared in 1956; top right, 1965; 
bottom left, 1971, and, bottom right, 
as he looked in 1975, 


THE ARMY YEARS 


y 1958, Elvis had achieved star- 

dom seldom, if ever, equaled in 
the entertainment world. Then, in 
March of that year, he got a message 
that every healthy young man of that 
era received: a notice from Uncle Sam 
to appear for induction into the U.S. 
Army. The immediate speculation made 
by some members of the media and 
other detractors was that Elvis would 
“pull strings’ and get out of his 
military obligation. They couldn't 
have been more wrong. 
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Not only did he report as ordered, 
but he served his time like any other 
draftee. Instead of being remitted toa 
Special Services unit, as were most 
entertainers who entered the service, 
the new army private requested assign- 
ment to the Tank Corps as soon as he 
was out of boot camp. Eventually, he 
was sent to Germany, where he served 
as a tank crewman in the 32nd Armor 


Scout Platoon, 3rd Armored Division’ 


of the Seventh Army and was pro- 
moted to sargeant. 


Dolores Hart, left, and Valerie Allen gave Elvis a big H i isit hi 
_ left, g Hollywood send-off as h 
parents in Memphis shortly before Army induction. eect cas tae 


Of course, the same critics who 
said that he would never go in the 
service immediately predicted, after 
he reported for induction, . that his 
audience would soon fade away. And 
again they were dead wrong. Elvis’ 
popularity not only remained strong 
but actually grew in strength, as pre 
recorded hits like “‘Hound Dog,” ‘All 
Shook Up” and ‘‘Now Or Never” 
were released while he was overseas. 

Elvis returned in March of 1960 to 
a tumultuous ‘‘Welcome Home!” . 


= 


Wide World Photos 


Elvis seemed a bit overwhelmed by it 
all on the eve of his induction into 
the Army in March 1958. He is shown 
at home with his parents. 


Elvis trimmed his famous duck-tailed hair in steps before reporting to the Army 


barber. This was step one, about a week before induction. Vaud we Gee 


The big day! Superstar became just Private Presley on 
March 24, 1958. Above—“‘El”’ gets weighed in. 
Right—Last shot in civvies before being issued Army 
' fatigues. Below—The rest of the famous mop hits the 
deck! Barber James Peterson did the “honors.” 


Wide World Photos 


Wide World Photos 


Left—Elvis leaves Ft. Hood, Texas on way to New York for transportation 
to Germany. He got his tanker training at Ft. Hood—almost like becoming 
a trucker again! Above—Without all that hair, just issued “hard hat’ 


‘ 
doesn't quite make it! This was in Germany in 1958. bs 
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Above and below right—Elvis prou 
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dly displayed his new Sargeant stripes after 


being promoted in February 1960. With new stripes came assignment as squad 
leader in the 32nd Armor Scout Platoon in the Seventh Army. 


f 


Above—Elvis seemed to like his Army life pretty well, but the big smile was record- 
ed at news conference the day before he returned to U.S. for discharge. Oh well, the 
pay was probably a little better on the “outside.” Wide World Photos 


Wide World Photos 


The low and high spots during Army years. Above—Elvis and his dad, Vernon, were 
saddened by the death of Elvis’ mom in 1958. Below—Elvis samples “Welcome Home”’ 
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While Elvis was stationed in Germany, he met Priscilla 
Beaulieu, the daughter of an Army Captain also stationed 
there. Nearly ten years later, 1967, Elvis and Priscilla were 
married. Despite dozens of romantic linkings in the press In 1968, Elvis and Priscilla’s only child, Lisa Marie, was 
over the years, Priscilla was the only Mrs. Elvis Presley. born. Lisa Marie, now nine, still lives in Memphis. 


LOVE AND 
MARRIAGE > 


In “’G.1. Blues,”’ Elvis assumed baby-sitting role with co-star Juliet Prowse. Only one baby at a time appeared, but code 
allowed baby’s use for only a short time, so six look-alikes had to be rounded up. 


Hal Wallis ‘‘discovered”’ Elvis for 
the movies in 1956. Wallis, who also 
launched the celluloid careers of stars 
like Charlton Heston, Burt Lancasfer, 
Shirley MacLaine and Kirk Douglas, 
caught Elvis on one of his early 
television appearances and immediately 
sought him out, not because of his 
singing but because he saw Elvis’ 


(continued on page 45) 
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animal appeal as a highly promotable 
film quality. 

Wallis invited Elvis to Hollywood 
for a screen test and after the test was 
completed, he was more convinced 
than ever that Presley could not only 
“make” it in Tinseltown, but that he 
could become a star of greater magni- 
tude than Valentino. Time proved 
Wallis clairvoyant. 

Colonel Tom Parker now stayed 
closer than ever to his latest super- 
star and, of course, accompanied 
Elvis to Hollywood. While Presley 
was making his screen test, the Colonel, 
huckster first, last and always, passed 
out autographed pictures of Elvis to 
the film crew, who were impressed, as 
Parker had been in the beginning, with 
Presley’s openess and ability to take 
direction. 

‘Soon after, on loan-out to 20th 
Century Fox, Elvis made the first of 
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“Shorthaired” Elvis of early Sixties, sans sideburns, serenades Tuesday Weld in 
the relaxed manner of the times while filming ‘Wild In The Country.” 
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Elvis’ sultry appeal came to Hal Wallis’ attention in early TV show and 


Wallis signed him to Paramount contract, then loaned him out for his 
first movie, ‘‘Love Me Tender,” filmed in 1956. 


his twenty-five films, ‘‘Love Me 
Tender,’’ with Debra Paget. Over the 
years, Elvis starred with many of 
Hollywood's better known leading 
actresses, including Ann-Margret, 
Lizabeth Scott, Tuesday Weld and 
Juliet Prowse. 

Presley’s movies were often called 
mere showcases for his singing—and 
it is certainly true that Elvis was 
never near the head of the line when 
acting Oscars were handed - out—but 


Elvis could make at least one claim — : 
that most Oscar winners can’t: of the xe image was further projected in ‘57 film, ‘Loving You.” Here, Elvis’ 
more than two dozen films he made, ounces a right off the chin of actor Ken Becker in a barroom brawl scene. 


every one made money! chy Wide World Photos 
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he Sixties proved a bit of an 
enigma in the Elvis legend: on the 
one hand his popularity as a recording 
Star at the beginning of the decade 
continued as before, though perhaps 
diminished somewhat in fervor, and 
the numerous movies that he made 
were better attended than ever; but in 
1960 he began what would become an 
eight-year hiatus from the personal 
appearance circuit. 
The diminishing of physical energy 


After nearly nine years in self-exile at Graceland, Elvis made 


exhibited by his fans was not a func- 
tion of his recorded performances but, 
rather, a reflection of the changing 
social and music scene. Ballads became 
more popular than they had been in 
the late Fifties, just after Elvis, Little 
Richard, Bill Haley and the Comets 
and Chuck Berry introduced the 
raucous Rock Era. Elvis was, of 
course, a premiere balladeer and 
shifted his emphasis to them when 
it became apparent that that is what 


his first stage appearance in “comeback” at International Hotel 
in Las Vegas. He performed his old hits with the gyrations that launched his career in mid-Fifties. Magic was stil! there. 


ELVIS IS BACK! 


his fans wanted. Music and the social i 
scene, at least on the surface, con- 
tinued in this “kicked back’ mode 
until John Lennon and the Beatles i 
announced that the ‘‘Revolution” ; j 
had begun. f 
The appearance on the scene of the 
Beatles, the Stones and all the other 
new rockers of their ilk warmed up 
Presley’s critics once again. They 
heard all those “new sounds” and 
quickly extrapolated the total d 
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of Presley as a musical force. What the 
doomsayers didn’t hear were the ac- 
colades paid Elvis by Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, Brian Wilson of the Beach 
Boys, Mick Jagger, Bob Dylan and 
dozens of others making up the mid- 
and late-Sixties music world. There 
wasn’t a serious performer recording 
or performing who didn’t at one time 
or another acknowledge the debt that 
each of them owed to ‘‘The King of 
Rock 'n’ Roll.” 

The critics were right in one respect, 
however; Presley’s self-exile from 
personal appearances caused it to 
appear at least, by 1967, that popular 
taste was passing Presley by. But in 
1969, those who had written Elvis 
off were back at the dinner table 
eating crow. 

Emerging from Graceland Mansion, 
he hit the concert trail again, opening 
at the International Hotel in Las Vegas 
on July 2. The women who had seen 
him in person before his Army tour 
began in 1958 returned in droves, this 
time often accompanied by their 
teen-age daughters. 

At the same time, Elvis began a new 
series of TV appearances that caused 
his popularity to rise to new heights. 

In 1972, his fans had become so 
avid that they bought out Madison 
Square Garden in New York for four 
shows, the first time that that mile- 
stone had ever been reached, and 
tickets to his shows in Las Vegas 
became the most sought after along 
The Strip. 

In the recording studio during 
this time, Elvis continued to turn out 
hits like ‘‘Suspicious Minds,”’ ‘‘In The 
Ghetto,’’ and ‘‘Burning Love.”’ Fitting- 
ly, just a week before his death, an 
Elvis record had again hit the top of 
the charts. ‘‘Way Down,” the last 
single released before his passing, was 
the number one song on the Country 
hit parade, and his latest album, 
“Moody Blue,’’ was number three 
in the same survey. 

Further proof that his popularity 
was stronger than ever was testified to 
by the fact that his 12-day tour of 
the Northeast and South, to have 
begun the day after he died, was 
completely sold out. 

- Finally, we’ll be able to see Elvis 
once more on TV in a new special 
that was taped in New York shortly 
before he died. wb 
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Elvis’ first New York appearance ever ‘rocked Madison Square Garden in 1972. 
Wide World Photos 


Left—Elvis and Thomas Atkins, 
Boston’s first black councilman, 
were among Ten Outstanding 
Young Men of 1970, honored 
in Memphis. 


Above —Frequent ringsider at 
most recent concerts was 
Ginger Alden, close friend of 
“The King.” 


Wide World Photos 
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Written off by many in the late Sixties, “El” proved stronger ‘Gan ’ -” 
ever during the last two years of that stormy decade and into the 


Seventies. At left, he appears in Las Vegas in 1972. Above — in con- 
cert in 1976, Elvis continued to charm old fans and win new ones, 
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WE GRIEVE... 


Cz he really be gone? It seems ironic that the harshest 
reality that comes into our lives is often death. And 
the closer we are to the person who dies, the nearer and 
sharper reality becomes. 

Ann-Margret, the beautiful entertainer and movie star 
who appeared with Elvis in several films, expressed the 
feelings of many when, on hearing of Elvis’ death, she said, 
“I have lost a very dear friend and the world has lost a very 
great entertainer.” 

Our rock generation has been shocked too many times 
before by the early death of its stars. Janis Joplin, Jimi 
Hendrix, Mama Cass Elliot, Jim Croce, Jim Morrison, Duane 
Allman... the list is far too long. We mourned each of 
them at his or her passing, but the magnitude of Elvis’ 
death reaches even greater proportions for many of us. 

The media have already made several comparisons of 


Elvis’ death to the loss felt at the passing of Valentino 
in 1926. Certainly the comparison is a fair one—thousands 
of bereaved fans attended Valentino’s funeral—but it is 
doubtful that anything could match the crowds which 
formed outside Graceland within hours of the announce- 
ment of Elvis’ death. Official estimates of the mourners 
assembled outside the gates have been put at 70,000 to 
100,000. 

Although the crowd of mourners was mostly made up of 
Southern whites, several black faces were spotted in the 
crowd also. One black man, with tears in his eyes, told a 
reporter on the scene, ‘It was our music too, you know.” 
That too was part of the Presley magic: the ability to draw 
from all sorts of music—gospel, blues, country, pop, rock— 
and to appeal to a truly universal audience. 

(continued on page 61) 
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WE GRIEVE... 


(continued from page 56) 

It is hard to imagine a group that wasn’t represented 
among his fans. For instance, secretaries and shop girls 
from all across the country were known to put away 
what meager savings they could for an entire year, just in 
order to pay for a short vacation in Las Vegas that would 
include a ticket to an Elvis concert, where the star would 
often throw them a scarf as a keepsake. Little old ladies 
from Pasadena—California and Texas—scrounged savings 
in the same manner. By contrast even ‘‘one percenter” 
bikers from clubs like the Hell’s Angels were not averse 
to making long hauls to ‘‘mecca’’—that is, wherever Presley 
was appearing. The universal that was common to all these 
diverse groups was the feeling that, no matter the group’s 
background, Elvis was ‘‘one of them.” 

It wasn’t just outside the gates of Graceland that fans 
showed their emotions, either. All across the world the 
loss was felt. His records had been as well received in 


ea 


uF | 


Wide World Photos 


. pay 
5 x) ee ae 
ct us f 


oR OR 


Police officers lift a fan over the fence and out of the Presley 5 he a 
mansion area as thousands visited Graceland, Elvis’ home in 
Memphis, to try for a last glimpse of the singing star. 


Pe he Se > epee nee uss 
A Memphis Funeral Home hearse removes Elvis’ body from 
Baptist Hospital where crowds had already gathered. 


Several people wait outside the mansion to be the first to view the body of Elvis. 
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Fans of Elvis mourned his death as they waited outside the gates at Graceland, hoping for a last look. 


[WE GRIEVE... 


London, Paris and Rome as they had been in Memphis, 
New York and Los Angeles; and, when television tra” 
oe mission by satellite was perfected, fans in virtually ev-ry 
. --.4g§ country of the world could ‘‘attend’”’ his concerts. Th se 
4 viewers also became mourners. 
Typical of comments from abroad is one made + 


Christine Mitchell-Driver, who owns Mane Line, on: f 
London’s best-known hairdressing salons. She met S 
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in Las Vegas on a trip there through her friend, com 1 
Marty Allen: ‘I met a living legend and I feel very 
tunate. It was like getting to the end of the rainbov ; 
(his death) like a little piece of myself going. I've bes 
enormous fan since I was about ten; well, more tha 
a fan, really . He’s just incorporated himself into m: 
style, influenced the decor in my home, the gifts p e 
, ESL, Ze give me, the music I listen to. It’s a great shock and ul 
im “i s y a : loss for everyone who cares about modern music.” 
. j oy Sd ko ESI we Val Purit, president of Elvis’ Southern California 1a 
Elvis never appeared in Thailand, yet he is by far the most club, spoke eloquently for fans everywhere on lea: .1g 


popular American singer there. The Sarasalins, Pisprapai at Elvis’ . ‘ ; ie 
left, and husband Aumnouvut, bought four more Elvis albums of Elvis’ passing. She touched first on his generosi! a 
to add to their collection when they heard of his death. 
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An escorted hearse carrying the body of Elvis leaves a Memphis funeral home on its way to Presley's nearby home. 
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A long line of vehicles, one a hearse carrying the body of Elvis, moved down Elvis Presley Bivd., in 
The procession took Elvis to his final resting place next to his mother at Forest Hills Cemetery. 


facet of Presley’s personality often ignored by the sensation a beautiful person. ; 
seekers of the media. : “He was always someone everybody paras aioe ake 
‘It was just something that he generated in everybody— Presley was so much alive. He la cc pake toi Pg hd fe ei 
the love, kindness and generosity. I just loved him dearly. —that’s all I can say—very special. ? Kiet. 
It's one of the biggest losses that we all can suffer. He was “God must have intended goes to do with him si 
somebody we could all look up to asa person. He was such now or he wouldn't have taken him. oly 
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. All Shook Up 


Here is a list of the 45 Elvis Presley 
records that sold more than one 
million copies. 


Heartbreak Hotel 
I Was The One 


Hound Dog 

Don’t Be Cruel 

Love Me Tender 

Any Way You Want Me (That's 
How I Will Be) 

Too Much 

Playing For Keeps 


. That's When Your Heartaches 
Begin 

. Loving You 

. (Let Me Be Your) Teddy Bear 

. Jailhouse Rock 

. Treat Me Nice 

. Don’t 

. 1 Beg Of You 

. Wear My Ring Around Your Neck 

. Hard Headed Women 

. [Got Stung 

. It’s Now Or Never 

. A Mess Of Blues 

. Are You Lonesome Tonight? 

. I Gotta Know 

. Can’t Help Falling In Love 

. Rock-A-Hula Baby 

. Return To Sender 

. Where Do You Come From 

. Anything That’s Part Of You 

. Good Luck Charm 

. She’s Not You 

. (You're The) Devil In Disguise 

. Bossa Nova Baby 

. A Big Hunk O’Love 

. Stuck On You 

. Little Sister 

. Surrender 

. Ain't That Loving You Baby 

. Viva Las Vegas 

. I Feel So Bad 

. Kissin’ Cousins 

. One Broken Heart For Sale 

. A Fool Such As I 

. Wooden Heart 

. Crying In The Chapel 


1; 


\ 


Ee &Y 
= 
ed 
Cc 
aS 
YO 
7 
Cc 
O 
V). 
AS 
ae 


‘ll 


@ 


oe Elvis Is Gone....But H 


ten 


sf 


Forgot 


Never Be 


